
Creating Assessments 



CHAPTER 4 TEST 
3 YEARS AGO 



CHAPTER 4 TEST 
TODAY 







How do I to get from here to there? 



The Process 
Websites 

 Integration of Primary Source Documents  

Writing in the Classroom 

Classroom Visual Aids 

Review and Test day 

Disclaimer:  I make no promises that this will work in your classroom.  

This is simply what I did.  It has not been scientifically tested.   

No students were harmed in the making of this process.    



Websites! 

 Stanford History Education Group:  

SHEG 

First stop.   

They are awesome.  



Read Kansas Cards 
 Developed for KS History 

 Have Lesson Plans to match 

Elementary  

Middle  

High 



Library of Congress  

Gilder-Lehrman 



Connect Online 
 History Tech 

 Sign up for Glenn’s Tip of the Week! 

 Blogush:  He does awesome things! 

 A View of the Web – Shameless self-promotion 

 Find a teacher who is doing cool things and follow them 
on social media. 

 Twitter:  @JillWebs 
 #sschat – Good Stuff!  

 Facebook: Jill Weber-cms 

 Instagram: jillwebs  

 



When in doubt… 
GOOGLE 

IT! 

Marbury vs. Madison primary source analysis 



Integration of Primary Sources 

 If you jump from the “old way” directly to 

analyzing primary sources and written 

responses… 

 Your kids will become frustrated and shut down 

 You will be frustrated with the results 



First! 

 Start with integrating primary source documents 

into the classroom. 

 Model the process. 

 Do it many times. 

I LOVE SHEG.   
Seriously.  Check them out! 



Primary Source Documents 

Learn the language…use these words in 

your instruction and assignments 

 Sourcing 

 Context 

 Corroboration 

 Close Reading 

 

Like these cards?? They came from SHEG! 



Model the Process! Many Times 

 Model the first document 

with the entire class. 

 Small groups and then 

report aloud on the second. 

 Individual at the end. 

 Sourcing:  

 Close Reading: 

 Context: 



Then…slowly…change your tests 

 Keep the same test you have used, and add or change 

ONE thing. 

Make sure it is a document you studied in class. 

 Provide an unmodified primary source if you used a 

modified primary source in class. 

Change questions around a little.  

 Make them explain “HOW” they know the answer. 

 Provide evidence from the text. 

Use Photographs 

 



done in class          This on test 



Would this photograph be an accurate picture of a 

family homestead in Western Kansas? Explain your 

answer with evidence from the photo. 



 Convert previous 

questions to include  

higher-level 

thinking skills 

 Like this… 

1. Highlight the following statements that are TRUE about the Missouri 

Compromise. 

 Nebraska was added as a slave states 

 New territories North of the 36®30’ line would be slave territories 

 Missouri entered e Union as a slave state. 

 California entered the Union as a free state 

 The future state of Kansas should be free. 

 Maine entered the Union as a free state. 

This is higher-level True and False! 



 Article II of the U.S. Constitution 

The President shall be Commander in Chief 

of the Army and Navy of the United States, 

and of the Militia of the several States, when 

called into the actual Service of the United 

States; … and he shall have Power to Grant 

Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against 

the United States, except in Cases of 

Impeachment. 

  

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice 

and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, 

provided two thirds of the Senators present 

concur; and he shall nominate, and by and 

with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, 

shall appoint Ambassadors… 

 

1. Of the Responsibilities listed below, 

which belong to the President of the 

United States as stated in Article II 

of the Constitution.  (Highlight all 

that apply) 

 

 Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy 

 Create bills that become law 

 Determine the constitutionality of laws 

 Grant pardons  

 Approve the spending of money  

 Nominate Ambassadors 

 To make treaties with other countries 



Eventually 
 After implementing primary sources in your 

classroom. 

 Changing and adding one or two things on a test 

 Then move to half and half. 

 Eventually move to the full deal. 

 Keep using primary sources and thinking critically 

throughout your units.   
As your kids get better at 

taking this type of 

test…throw in a couple of 

“cold” readings on topics 

you have discussed. 



Add Writing to your Class! 

 Collaborate with Writing Teachers 

 Ask them for help 

 Mirror what they do  

 

 Grade what you know! 

 Complete sentences 

 Simple grammar 

 

 Use (beg, borrow, and steal) ideas from other teachers! 

 T.A.G. 

 Tic Tac Tell 

 On Demand Writing 

Cheney’s 7-8 Communications teachers! 



T.A.G. 
T – Turn question into a statement 

A – Answer the question. (sentence one) 

G – Give more detail. (sentence two) 

Q. What is your favorite season? 

A. My favorite season is the spring.  I love all 

the pretty colors of flowers and blooming of 

the trees. 

Your kids will probably hate it…but 

their answers are SO MUCH BETTER!!! 



Tic Tac Tell! 

 Pick any three terms 

in a row and write a 

paragraph  

 The paragraph should 

flow so make sure 

each word is 

connected some way. 

 Words in any order 

 

Taking vocabulary to the next level! 

Compromise 
Kansas-

Nebraska Act 

Popular 

Sovereignty 

Missouri 

Compromise 
Sectionalism 

Fugitive Slave 

Act 

Mexican 

Cession 
Slavery 

Compromise of 

1850 



On Demand Writing 

 Started by my 7th grade 

Communications teacher. 

 I copied it. 

Using the primary sources available to you, create a written response on the 

prompt below over Prohibition.  Be sure to answer the entire question and 

provide evidence from the sources provided. Be sure to read the rubric 

below on how your response will be scored. Your response should get right to 

the point and needs to be at least 5 sentences. 



WRITING PROMPT: People who supported Prohibition thought it would 

solve a lot of society’s problems.  Use the documents to explain what 

problems they saw in society and why they thought Prohibition 

would solve these problems. 



Classroom Visuals 
 Don’t make kids memorize the process… 

 Have helpful hints that they are able to use. 

 Think about what you want as the result 

 Do you want kids to memorize a process they can 

easily google? 

 Or  

 Do you want kids to think critically and analyze 

primary sources? 



Bulletin Boards 



On the 

walls 



A Timeline of Events… 

Do you want kids to memorize dates?  Or do you want 

them to understand what ELSE is going on in context 

with the situation or topic? 



In Student Folders 



To Review or 

Not to Review? 

 This type of test changes things… 

 The answers are basically in the test  

 With the exception of vocabulary  

 What do I do? 

 Opportunity to Practice 

 No Surprises! 

 Tell them writing prompts or give them 3 and one is on the test 

 Give them events to place in chronological order 

 Practice Tic Tac Tell 

 They can do it if they want, but don’t have to. 

If you effectively taught the material should the 

students need to study and cram for the test?? 



Test Day 

 1:1 iPads 

 Test electronically - Notability 

 Paper your only option???  Color copies are best! 

One classroom copy of tests 

Answer sheets for each student. 

 Grading takes longer! 

 Writing responses 

 Hard to have someone else (aide) grade it for you 



Contact Me! 

 I will always share ideas/assignments/tests with other 

teachers! 

 Tell me the cool things you do! 

 Email:  jweber@usd268.org 

 

 Twitter: @JillWebs 

 Facebook: Jill Weber-cms 

 Instagram: jillwebs 

 

mailto:jweber@usd268.org

